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Boston University
OPT-OUT 
POLICY
a game changer for
author rights
Boston University’s
OPT-OUT OR
EMBARGO?
When publishers express concerns 
about institutional opt-out policy, they 
tend to want one of two things: an 
embargo on the article (usually 6-24 
months), or that the author opt out of 
transferring rights to their University. 
Sometimes, when publishers ask for 
the latter, they may be satisfied with 
the former. If your publisher requests 
that you opt out of a license transfer 
and you would like to negotiate, we are 
happy to help. Please email us at open-
what publishers may really 
be asking for
If you do choose to opt 
out of the license transfer 
on a particular article, 
BU will grant that to you 
automatically.
We would request that you still submit 
the article to us for archival purposes.
The submission form linked at bu.edu/
openaccess has an opt-out option. 
Checking the relevant box will auto-
matically generate a confirmation email 
sent upon form submission.
bu.edu/openaccess
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
GO TO
PREVIOUSLY
After you signed a publishing contract, 
you only retained the rights it allowed 
or that you were able to negotiate with 
the publisher.
BU has license to exercise all rights 
under copyright, except the right to 
profit from your work. When you sign 
a publishing contract, there is less 
pressure on you to negotiate rights for 
yourself because BU can—and will—
transfer the rights it has back to you as 
needed. This protects the publisher’s 
commercial interests and gives you 
more control over your work.
NOW
Author signs a 
publishing contract
Author
begins writing
YOUR
RIGHTS
AT  A 
GLANCE
• BU does not have the right to 
make a profit off of your work.
• BU can transfer rights back to 
you, so you don’t have to negoti-
ate with your publisher to reuse 
your own work or allow others to 
use it.
• Publishing contracts you sign do 
not affect BU’s rights, unless you 
choose to opt out of the license 
transfer.
Author’s
Rights
Publisher’s
Rights
BU’s Rights
Author’s
Rights
Publisher’s
Rights
YOUR RIGHTS OVER TIME
You, the author, have copyright in 
your article from the moment of its 
creation. You do not need to register 
copyright in order to have it.
